o boubing of North 'Vietnam was one of the prerequisites for any

OSD:and DIA
review(s)
completed.
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e MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE '
-
' BUBJECT: Effects of Alr Strikes Against North Vietnam of/

i press 1ndicate that the government of North Vi\.etnam will persevere
REpTe despite continued US/GVN air strikes. The DRV White Book, published
FRE 19 July, stated that by "recklessly stepping up" the wer in the }:-i;'
, ‘North, the "US imperialists" are engering "ell" Vietnemese people ,fj:, I
; :-: who become more resol:ved to "hit hard and accurately at the enemy-

<. until final victory." In mid-July, an article by Defense Minister

v preperation to prepare to defeat the US aggressors in case they

} " also stressed this theme in an interview in Cairo earlier in the
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1. (8/LD/NFD) North Vietnsmese Public and Politicael Resctions

_’ SDuring JuJy} Bta.tements by,DRV leaders and articles in their offic:l.al : '

General Vo Nguyen Giap in the Communist Party theoretical Journal,

Hoe Tap, repeated this theme and added "we need to make every
expand their war to the whole of our country." General (lap had

month as well as the femiliar theme that the cessation of the Us.

negotiations to settle the Vietnemese situation. On 25 July, the..

Hanoi daily, Nhan @, carried an editorial on the occasion of the

DRV's shooting down the "LOOth" US plame over North Vietnamese BRRC

territory. In this article, Nhan Dan'_cla.imed » "We have been fighting
I

well and at the seame time carrying out our production tasks well. All S
&;Copiﬁ '-
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S i:ranches of'the economy are developing at an accelerated pace and .
are meeting the requirements of the war, and of the peoples ' life." M ’
. Additional government Propaganda efforts includ.e a continuing attemp-l;

oues
"~ to convince the North Vietnamese populace, and the world s that US ”, 94/4
a f

’w

S .alrcraft are not aiming at militery targets but at civilian :l.nstitutions.
The reaction of the North Vietnamese populace to the air strikes is
reflected in letters of acquaintances ’ pr:lmarily in Thailand, and- in
reports of Western observers in Hanoi. Desp:lte the possibility

: that these letters may be censered by government authority, the_ over-‘f
s " all flavor is stil]f.l one of d‘etermination to defeat the enenﬁr. In .
-f:{ = support of this determination, thesr cite the heroic traditions of the
Vietnemese people, the defeat of the enemy iq the south, and the ‘
numerous US aircraft shot down over the DRV. Some of these 1e1;ltera";
qqix;xnent on hardships_they mst endure, deatrizctibn of xiroperty, and

' disruption of their way of life. ZM

2. (TS) Economic Effects: 'I'he economic effects of air str:lkes

are largely those result:lng from destroyed or damaged rail/highway
bridges, demage _.to four electric power plants and economic dis=
_'rupt:lons caused by pfeparation's for possible air raids. Movement of 4
‘ comoditiea bet'ween the southern and northern portions of North Viet'r'mmf o O
 has been disrupted. 7'.l‘he ‘bulk of ‘the traffic was by reilvay, butw : T !
conaidera‘bleopartion of the tonnage tranaported between the two areas 5“ | . ‘
moves .by coastal ships. The cost of permanent reconstruction of the "qv ‘D’;g

© ra1l/highvay bridges would be on the order of 6.5 to 7 million déilars,

A
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.. " exclusive of transportation and labor costs, for the electric pawer :
. plents over 2 million dollars, and for the petroleum storage

" facilities about 500,000 dollars. ' These are oona:l.derabh conts

: for North Vietnan, especially since the steel for bridge and

petroleum tank reconstruction, and most of the equipment for the

restoration of power generating capecity must be obtained from

,
- foreign sources,!such as Communist China end the Boviet Union. The

economic effects "of the bombing have been minor in relation to total

.
) b

economic activity in North Vietnam. The combined effects of trans-
‘ portation d:lfficultiee ,.los‘a of electric power, and dishiption caused

‘by actual or anticipated air strikes have Pprobably reduced the rate
4 of total output of the country (GNP) by only a few percentage pointa-

»

W / The country is barely self-gufficient in food, industrial output is
smal.'l., and there are embitious plens for economle exparsion. A!I'here

'a.re strains in all elements of the economy and any disruptions add
to the serious problems. faced by the regime. Viewed frog, the out-
side, the \conomic effects of the air.strikés do not seem to amount
to much. }'t\owevgr, Henod probebly has a different view. The damaged .
_ and destroy\ed bridgéa and power plants represent years of conatruétion
./', . o work which w"\as made possible only with foreign assistance. Costs of .?:
| _l reconstructil‘tm of the bridges » power plents, and POL storage
‘ N ‘_’ + . facilities ) Will ;‘epmsent about five per cent of total enmual inveet- e
. | ment, In the|past the regiue which has prouised better things to
- the populace has encountered. a ser:l.es of disappointments, and the
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o - . air strikes have added to the Communist leaders' problems.

, . 3 3. (TS/NFD) Effect on Military Targets: While the results of §
i the edr etrikes and armed reconnaissence egainst North Vietnam'
L& .. lines of commmnications are relatively easy to gauge s such 1s not the

' case with the fixed targets which vere attacked during July. . There
| '. ) " ,‘» is no evidence of emmnition depota being restored and only two reporta-
;_ 3 .. of secondary explosions at targets struck. Therefore, it is considered
» ’ ’ likely that DRV epmunition stores have been effectively cemoufleged

and dispersed. It does not appear that an ammunition shortage exists
; to date, bub deliveries are proba.bly being delayed. Although damage

—

I o barrack type tergets has been extensive, the loss of these

facilities has probably had more of an adverae bsychological impact

-on the troops rather than any impedence to direct military operations.

| The three: a.irfielde attacked during July have not been eubsequently
utilized a.lthorugh action was taken to restore the cratered runwaya
at two a.iri‘ields. Through reactivation of airfields north of Hanoi and :
construction of revetments of the airfields in the Hanoi/Haiphong

| . - - areas, Nortll Vietnam appears to be -seeking more flexibility in

\ B
dispersing their aircra.ft in anticipation of air strikes into the

R Hanoi/He.iphong areas. s . 7.‘-'. H
IR L, (TS) Summary of Effects: E.ring_uﬂ here were no (ZM

e indications that the US/GVN air strikes hed brought the govermment ‘ Z

|
| of North Vietnsm any closer to a wi].lingnesa to negotiate. On the }/UV‘" ’
L,
© . contrary, their detemination to contiuue the conflict was manifest W j
iy R , AR COPYammnlo0faudhCoples
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i s both in militery and ._diplomat;.ic actions. DRV logistic support
| problems in the southern part of the country have been further
‘ aggravated\\ and their ability to support external overt ',aggressi;on |
: ',!': has been impeded. In the main, the capability of the armed forces
| of the DRV \to execute the primary missions. of defending the homeland
- *. and of training and Bupporting their own forces and infiltration :
3 358 forces for South Vietnam and Laos at present level of activity has
x : not been alt%:red appreciably this month. The-\loss of equipment, amall
% ;;'_" ships, vehiclea » and rolling stock will pose problems for the North :
! ; Vietnameee who depend almost exclusively upon materiel aid from othar
'; j .  Commnist countries. However, edditional aid, including military
j - equipment, has been promised and there is tangible evidence of its
‘ '\“’ \\ subsequent arrival. .
; SRR 5. (C) The ma{er:lal contained in this report has been reviewed
by representatives, Office Research and Reporte and Office Current,
d : » 5 Inte.u.igence » CIA who are in agreement vith the overall Judgnents B
1’ - amd concluaiona. R 2 . -
P e ! Cumitative Results Atr Strik
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